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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1. A system for assigning addresses to components in a networked system, said 
system comprising: 

(a) a communication network; 

(b) a plurality of functional components, at least some of said functional 
components including a communication interface for coupling said functional 
components to said communication network for receiving control signals over said 
communication network; and 

(c) a control unit, said control unit including, a communication interface for 
coupling said control unit to said communication network for transmitting control signals 
over said communication network to said functional components, and a component for 
assigning logical addresses for each of said functional components, said control signals 
including signals for selectively communicating with said functional components 
according to said logical addresses. 

2. The system as claimed in claim 1, wherein said communication interface 
comprises an address component for recognizing control signals intended for one or 
more said functional components according to the logical addresses associated with 
said functional components. 
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3. The system as claimed in claim 2, wherein said control unit comprises a 
component for generating a logical address for each of said functional components, said 
logical address being derived from an identifier associated with each of said functional 
components. 

4. The system as claimed in claim 3, wherein said identifier comprises a positional 
reference based on the physical location of said associated functional component. 

5. The system as claimed in claim 3, wherein said identifier comprises a serial 
number associated with each of said functional components. 

6. The system as claimed in claim 3, wherein said control signals further include 
signals for selectively controlling the operational characteristics of said functional 
components. 

7. The system as claimed in claim 6, wherein at least some of said functional 
components include a control component, said control component being responsive to 
control signals for controlling the operational characteristics of said functional 
components. 
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8. The system as claimed in claim 6, wherein said functional components further 
include a switch for selectively directing said command signals from said control unit to 
said functional components. 

9. The system as claimed in claim 8, wherein said switch directs said command 
signals to one or more said functional components according to the logical addresses 
associated with said functional components. 

10. The system as claimed in claim 6, wherein at least some of said functional 
components are speakers. 

11. The system as claimed in claim 6, wherein at least some of said functional 
components are sound masking units. 

12. The system as claimed In claim 6, wherein at least some of said functional 
components comprise lighting units; 

13. The system as claimed in claim 6, wherein at least some of said functional 
components comprise alarm units. 

14. The system as claimed In claim 6, wherein at least some of said functional 
components comprise HVAC units. 
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15. A method for assigning addresses to components in a networked system having 
a plurality of components, each component having an associated identifier, said method 
comprising the steps of: 

(a) selecting a component having a predetermined characteristic; 

(b) generating a logical address for said component, said logical address 
being derived from the identifier associated with said component; and 

(c) assigning said logical address to said component. 

16. The method as claimed in claim 15, further comprising the step of storing said 
logical address in memory, wherein said logical address is stored in association with 
said identifier. 

17. The method as claimed in one of claims 15 or 16, wherein the predetermined 
characteristic is a logical address of 0. 

18. The method as claimed in claim 16, wherein said identifier comprises a positional 
reference based on the physical location of said associated functional component. 

19. The method as claimed in claim 16, wherein said identifier comprises a serial 
number associated with each of said functional components. 



